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LATE deciſion in the Houſe of Com- 

mons having turned very much, if not 
wholly, upon a point of honour and feeling, 
and frequent references having been made to 
certain Minutes which paſſed between Mr. 
Haſtings and Mr. Francis, the Editor has 
been deſired by ſeveral Gentlemen to republiſh 
thoſe Minutes in a form which will enable 
every perſon to peruſe them with greater fa- 
cility, than they can do in the Reports of the 
Secret Committee, in which they were firſt 


printed, 


A 2 


ow p Wo 51g 4 2 * „ om OR * 2 —_ 2 


3 


ions 
Sc. Ec. 


Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 3d July 1780. 
Recorded, 2oth July 1780. 


Governor General. 


HY Mr. Wheler has thus repeatedly 
choſen to join his name to Mr. Francis's 
in the Minutes lately delivered by them 
to the Board, I can neither conjecture, nor 
ſeek to know, I can eaſily conceive Mr. 
Francis's intention in obtaining this aſſoci- 
ation. But as the rectitude of theſe acts in 
Mr. Francis is to be judged upon very different 
principles from thoſe in which he has a com- 
mon concern with Mr, Wheler, I ſhall con- 
ſider them ſolely as his, and reply to them 
accordingly : Indeed I have no doubt of their 
being all the entire compoſition of Mr, Fran- 
Cis. 


1 
cis, They are not the leſs his, by this appay 
rent diviſion of the property; and his name 
affixed to them gives me the right of regards 


ing them as entirely his, 


I did hope that the intimation conveyed in my 
Jaſt Minute would have awakened in Mr. 
Francis's breaſt, if it were ſuſceptible of ſuch 
ſenſations, a gonſciouſneſs of the faithleſs part 
which he was acting towards me; I have been 
diſappointed, and muſt now aſſume a plainer 
ſtyle, and a louder tone. In a word, my 
objections do not lie to the ſpecial matter of 
his Minutes, to which I ſhall ſeparately reply, 
but to the ſpirit of oppoſition which dictated 
them. I have lately offered various plans for 
the operations of the war; theſe have been 
ſucceſſively rejected. I have ſucceſſively 
amended and endeavoured to accommodate 
them to Mr. Francis's objections, when I had 
a right to his implicit, acquieſcence. I have 
Jaſtly propoſed a ſervice, requiring immediate 
execution, and I haye. freed jt from the only 
objection formally made to it. 


In anſwer he ſays, that he adheres to the 
reaſons which had before induced him to with- 
hold his conſent; and compoſedly invites me 
to lay before the Board a complete detail of 
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the plan for conducting the war; a compara: 
tive ſtate of the whole of the object, with the 
whole of the. means of attaining it; and the 
final extent of my demands on the Marattas, 
or what conceſſions I would make to them: 
And he promiſes to enter into the conſidera- 
tion of theſe points with the utmoſt candour. 
If his deſign in this enquiry was ſimply to gain 
information, I might refer him to the large 
and confidential diſcuſſions, in which I have 
laid all my views open to his, with all the 
grounds on which they were formed. If his 
purpoſe was to enable him to form a more 
clear or competent judgment of the plans 


which I have propoſed, its object would be 
loſt in the time required for the deliberation. 


But in truth I do not truſt to his promiſe 
of candour; convinced that he is incapable 
of it, and that his ſole purpofe and wiſh 
are to embarraſs and defeat every meaſure 
which I may undertake, or which may tend 
even to promote the public intereſts, if my 
credit is connected with them. Such has been 
the tendency, and ſuch the manifeſt ſpirit of 
all his actions from the beginning: Almoſt 
every meaſure propoſed by me has for that 
reaſon had his oppoſition to it. When carried 
againſt his oppoſition, and too far engaged to 
be withdrawn, yet even then, and in every 

5 ſtage 
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ſtage of it, his labours to overcome it have 
been unremitted; every diſappointment and 
misfortune have been aggravated by him, and 
every fabricated tale of armies devoted to 
famine and to maſſacre, have found their firſt 
and moſt ready way to his office, where it was 
known they would meet with the moſt wel- 
come reception. To the ſame deſign may be 
attributed the annual computations of declin- 
ing finances, and an exhauſted treaſury ; com- 
putations which, though made in the time of 
abundance, muſt verge to truth at laſt, from 
the effect of a diſcordant government, not a 
conſtitutional decay. To the ſame deſign ſhall 
I attribute the policy of accelerating the boded 
event, and creating an artificial want, by keep- 
ing up an uſeleſs hoard of treaſure, and with- 
holding it from a temporary circulation, 


I am aware of the anſwer which will be made 
to theſe imputations, and I will anticipate ir. 
Mr. Francis may ſafely deny them, for they are 
incapable of poſitive evidence : he may com- 
plain of the injuſtice and indecency of aſſuming 
the interpretation of his thoughts, and aſſigning 
intentions to him, upon the reality of which he 
alone can pronounce with certainty : he may 
claim an equal right to recriminate upon me, 
and to paſs the ſame free judgment on the mo- 

tives 
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tives which have influenced my public actions. 
Againſt ſuch concluſions, I truſt that my cha- 
rater will be ſufficient to defend me, unleſs 
ſome known inſtance of it can be produced, as a 
warrant for them; and ſuch I am certain dv 
not exiſt, either known or unknown. 


My authority for the opinions which I have 
declared concerning Mr. Francis, depends vpon 
facts which have paſſed within my own certain 
knowledge. I judge of his public conduct, by 
my experience of his private, which I have 
found to be void of truth and honour. This is 
a ſevere charge, but temperately and delibe- 
rately made, from the firm perſuaſion that I owe 
this juſtice to the public and to myſelf, as the 
only redreſs to both, for artifices of which I 
have been a victim, and which threaten to in- 
yolve their intereſts with diſgrace and ruin. 
The only redreſs for a fraud for which the law 
has made no proviſion, is the expoſure of it. 
I proceed to the proofs of my allegation. 


In the latter end of the month of February 
laſt Mr. Francis concluded with me an engage- 
ment, of which one article alone is neceſſary to 
the preſent occaſion. It is as follows: 


ce Mr. Francis will not oppoſe any meaſures 


© which the Governor General ſhall recommend 
B &« for 


610) 

* for the proſecution of the war in which we are 
* ſuppoſed to be engaged with the Marattas, or 
te for the general ſupport of the preſent politi- 
e cal ſyſtem of this government. Neither will 
« he himſelf either propoſe or vote with any 
* other member who ſhall propoſe any meaſure 
*© which ſhall be contrary to the Governor Ge- 
« neral's opinion on theſe points.” 


By the ſanction of this engagement, and the 
liberal profeſſions which accompanied it, I was 
feduced to part with the friend to whoſe gene- 
rous and honourable ſupport ſtedfaſtly yielded 
in a courſe of ſix years, I am indebted for the 
exiſtence of the little power which I have ever 
poſſeſſed in that long and diſgraceful period, to 
throw myſelf on the mercy of Mr. Franeis, and 
on the deſperate hazard of his integrity. It was 
impoſſible to afford a ſtronger demonſtration of 
the good faith with which I entered into this 
accommodation, nor of my confidence in his, 
than thus conſenting to deprive myſelf of the 
means of breaking the engagement on my 
part, and of preventing the breach of it on his; 
and ſurely this difference in our relative ſitu- 
ations ought to have impreſſed him with a 
ſenſe of what he owed to the delicacy attend- 
ing it, and have made him dread even an 
approach towards the preciſe line of his obli- 


z gations, 
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eations, by the ſlighteſt advantage taken of 
my inability to repel it; and how much more 
ought it to have reſtrained him from the 
direct tranſgreſſion of it ? 


I muſt now revert to the article of Mr. 
Francis's engagement which I have recited 
above, and to the Minutes lately delivered at 


the Board under the ſignatures of Mr. Francis 


and Wheler. On theſe I reſt the proofs 
which I have promiſed of the charge herein 
preferred againſt Mr. Francis. 


If it ſhall appear on a fair compariſon of 
theſe evidences, that Mr. Francis hath faith- 
fully adhered to his engagements, I have 
wrongfully accuſed him: If on the contrary, 
it ſhall appear, that in violation of this en- 
gagement, be has oppoſed any meaſures which J 
have recommended for the proſecution of the war 
in which we are engaged with the Maraltas, or 
for the general ſupport of the preſent political 
ſtem of this government; or that be has either 
himſelf propoſed, or joined with another Member 
in propoſing, a meaſure, contrary to my opinion on 
theſe points, my charge is eſtabliſhed; I wiſh 
to avoid a repetition of the terms of it. 
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Bengal Secret Conſultations, 11th September 1780. 


PRESENT, 
The Governor General, 

Mr. Francis, 

Mr. Wheler, 

Sir Eyre Coote, 


Mr. Francis—The main queſtion between 
Mr, Haſtings and me can be referred to no 
other teſt but the public opinion of our re- 
ſpective characters: I appeal cheerfully to 
that teſt, and am ready to abide by the event 
of it. On the point in iſſue I can only de- 
Clare, as I do now in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that I never was party to the engagement 
ſtated by Mr. Haſtings, or had a thought of 
being bound by it. In one of our converſa- 
tions in February laſt, he deſired me to read 
a paper of memorandums, among which I 
preſume this article was inſerted: I returned 
it to him the moment I had read it, with a 
declaration that I did not agree to, or hold 
myſelf bound by the contents of it, or to that 
effect; from that time I have never ſeen the 
paper. I never had a copy of it, nor have 
l a poſitive recollection of any thing it con- 

| tained, 
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tained. The agreement I meant to enter into 
with reſpect to the Maratta war was, to pro- 
ſecute the operations actually exiſting on the 
Malabar coaſt, which, ſince the campaign 
was begun, and General Goddard had already 
taken the field, I thought ſhould be puſned as 
vigorouſly as poſſible. I have no direct evi- 
dence to produce in ſupport of this declara. 
tion; but I imagine it will be ſtrengthened in 
ſome degree by the following conſiderations : 
It is not ſaid that the plan of another expe- 
dition from the Upper Country into Malva, 
or any other part of the Maratta dominions 
on that ſide of India, had ever been ſuggeſted 
to me, The reſolutions of the 2gth May laſt, 
formed on the Governor General's own pro- 
poſitions, conſtitute as I think a ftrong pre- 
ſumption, that up to that period the Governor 
General had not had that meaſure in contem- 
plation, or that he muſt then have abandoned 
all thoughts of it, On that day it was una» 
nimouſly reſolved, that Captain Popham's 
detachment ſhould be recalled and reduced; 
and that he ſhould be relieved by four batta- 


lions under Major Camac. In this arrange- 
ment nothing appears to have been in the 
yiew of the Board but to diminiſh the public 
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expence without departing from the terms of 
the treaty with the Rana of Ghode. Our 
letters of the 2oth April to the Preſidency of 
Bombay, to Brigadier General Goddard, and to 
the Commander in Chief, expreſs the unanimous 
opinion of the Board, That our reſources were 
no longer equal to the payment of General Goddard's 
army without draining Bengal entirely of its ſpecie ; 
aud that no acquiſition on the other fide of India 
could compenſate for the diſtreſſes which a continu- 
ance of the war at the preſent expence would bring 
upon the Company. This indeed has been in- 
variably my opinion; but the Governor con- 
curred in it, and drew up the letters himſelf, 
The evidence I appeal to, is public and au- 
thentic. It is not for me to determine how 
far it ought to be deemed concluſive, The 
obſervations which I muſt now proceed to. 
offer on ſome paſſages in the Governor Gene- 
ral's Minute, ſhall be as ſhort and moderate 
as I can make them, I mean to lead the 
reflections of others, from fair preſumptions 
to probable concluſions, which is all that the 
caſe will admit of; and by no means to en- 
gage myſelf or the Governor in any further 
controverſy. 


1. I am 


1 


1. I am not acquainted with the Governor 
General's plan for carrying on the war, from 
what funds it is to be ſupported, or on what 
terms he would make peace. It ſeems to me, 
that the demand from two Members of the 
Board was regular, and in its place. A very 
few words would have been ſufficient to tell us 
what were to be the final objects of the war. I 
would not venture to ſtate the looſe diſcourſes 
of a private converſation, if I recollected them, 
on a ſubje& of ſuch very great importance; 
nor can I agree, that the objef# of the queſtion 


would be loſt in the time required for deliberg- 
Hon. 


2. The Governor General's Minute of the 
28th of laſt month, and the Letter from the 
Board of Trade of the 22d, are ſufficient to 
ſhew that my annual computations of declin- 
ing finances and an exhauſted treaſury were 
well founded, Every department of the public 
ſervice is, and has been for ſeveral months, in 
arrear. As to the depoſit in the New Fort, it 
was placed there at my motion; but long after 
Colonel Monſon's death, and with the Gover- 
nor's conſent and approbation. In the Secret 
Conſultation of the 21ſt of May 1778, he 
ſpeaks of it as a fund which we have appropri- 
ated for our own extraordinary occaſions, and 

which 
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which we ſhall not break in upon for any other 
| ſervice. I cannot conceive that I am hoſtile to 
Mr. Haſtings in adhering to the opinion 
which I have conſtantly and uniformly de- 
livered on this ſubject. 


3. The evidence of the charge againſt me is 
drawn from a paper written by the Governor 
himſelf, of which I never had a copy ; though 
from the manner in which the quotation is in- 
troduced it might naturally be taken for an 
article in ſome formal treaty between us. This 
is ſaid to be the proof of bis allegation ; that is, 
the charge and the proof ſtand on the ſame 
ground. In another place, he admits that his 
imputations are incapable of poſitive evidence. I 
ſubmit to judgment, whether it even be pre- 
ſumptive, except of his own thoughts or in- 
tentions, which I do not mean to queſtion. 
How would he receive, or how would he 
anſwer an accuſation againſt himſelf no better 
ſupported than this? 


I ſubmit to judgment, whether the engage- 
ment, as ſtated by Mr. Haſtings, does not 
prove too much againſt me, Under the terms 
of it, I muſt have conſented to the march of 
every battalion on the Bengal eſtabliſhment to 
the Malabar Coaſt, if Mr. Haſtings had 

thought 


—— : 


| 
| 


("7 ) 
thought fit to propoſe it, or to any other mea- 
ſure whatſoever, without exception or limita- 
tion, which he might have recommended for 
the ſupport and continuance of the war, from 
the date of the agreement, I at once renounce 
all my former declarations and opinions, and 
all choice, will, and judgmeat for the future, 
Some men perhaps may think me capable of 
ſuch an act; I hope and believe they are not 
many : but no man who knows any thing of 
the world will think it poſſible that I could 
ſacrifice myſelf in ſo groſs a manner without 
ſome ſecret adequate compenſation, if any 
compenſation could be equal to it. On this 
head I have no other evidence to appeal to, 
and I deſire no better, than Mr, Haſtings him- 
ſelf. If any thing was done or propoſed by me 
for my advantage, directly or indirectly, or if 
any thing was done or propoſed for the ad- 
vantage of any other perſon whatſoever beyond 
what was publicly known and avowed (I mean 
the reinſtatement of Mahomet Reza Cawn, 
Mr. Fowke, and Mr. Briſtow, in conformity 
to the Company's orders), I call upon him to 
declare it. That of Mr, Briſtow was the only 
point of the three which I yielded to ſuſpend 
until the month of October, or until the firſt 


advices of the ſeaſon from the Court of Direc- 


tors. In the actual ſituation of affairs here, 
C and 
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and with the alarming and calamitous accounts 
we had then lately received from England, I 
thought ſome agreement between Mr. Ha- 
ſtings, Mr. Wheler, and myſelf, was eſſentially 
neceſſary to the public ſafety: I therefore met 
Mr. Haſtings with a ſincere diſpoſition to come 
to an agreement, and to forward it by every 
poſſible facility on my part. During the whole 
courſe of the tranſaction nothing of any mo- 
ment was ſaid or done without Mr. Wheler's 
knowledge and participation. 


With reſpe&t to Mr. Barwell's departure, 
and the inferences drawn from it, it is a ſub- 
ject of which no man at home can judge ſo 
well as they who are on the ſpot, and ſee what 
paſſes. The little I ſhall ſay of it is offered 
as matter of opinion, not evidence. I believe 
it, for inſtance, to be the opinion of many 
well-informed perſons in this ſettlement, as it 
is now firmly my own, that Mr. Barwell was 
determined to go home laſt ſeaſon at all events, 
and that the Swallow was kept for ſeveral 
months on purpoſe for him. If fo, Mr. Ha- 
ſtings gained ſomething, and could loſe nothing, 
by his agreement with me. But as Mr. Bar- 
well's going home was never demanded by me, 
nor ever entered into the agreement, I have 
no concern in Mr, Haſtings's motives for con- 
ſenting to it. 

If 
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If I deſerved the character attributed to me, 
I ſhould not acknowledge as I do the force of 
an argument deduced by Mr. Haſtings from 
the defenceleſs condition in which he was ſup- 
poſed to be left by Mr. Barwell's departure. 
It is ſuch an argument as can only be felt by a 
man of honour. I admit the principle laid 
down by Mr. Haſtings, as far as it can be 
urged with any colour of reaſon or juſtice. 
Whether I have departed from it or not, is a 
queſtion of fact. Let it only be obſerved, 
that ſuch a principle is as liable to be abuſed 
on one fide, as to be violated on the other. 
Puſh the inferences from it as far as they will 
go, and who does not ſee that a tyranny may 
be created by it over the mind of a man of nice 
ſenſibility, and fearful of reproach ? With ſuch 
a weapon, ſo exerciſed, Mr. Haſtings would 
poſſeſs a power which he aſſuredly never had 
while Mr. Barwell was in the country. 


The whole of this unfortunate queſtion be- 
tween Mr. Haſtings and me, muſt ſome time 
or other appear before the public. I do not 
wiſh to prejudice the mind of any man againſt 
him. My conduct perhaps may be condemned 
on other ground; but I do not fee how it can 
be fairly imputed to baſe or intereſted views. 
The cauſe which I have hitherto endeavoured 
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to maintain, is not mine; I have no greater 
perſonal concern in it than any other member 
of the community. After all, what is it to 
me more than to any other man, whether there 
be a Maratta war or not, or in what manner 


it is conducted ? 
P. Fr ANcis. 


Conſultation, September 11th, 1780. Secret 
Department. 


Mr. Wheler—It is not without ſome pain 
that, in obedience to the diftates of my judg- 
ment I beg leave to refer to the Governor 
General's Minute of the 3d July, in order to 
offer a few remarks upon the introductory point 
which alone has relation to me. If the Gover- 
nor General does not in that part leave it to be 
imagined that I have profeſſed ſentiments 
which were not my own, he at leaſt takes it for 
granted that there is ſomething extraordinary 
in the junction of my name with Mr, Francis's 
in the opinions we have delivered reſpecting 
the Maratta war. To this inference I deem 
it my duty to object. It is not in my appre- 
henſion perfectly in accord with that freedom 
which eſſentially belongs to every gentleman 
who 1s entruſted with a ſeat at this board, 
namely that of delivering ſuch opinions as he 


judges 
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judges proper, and in the manner moſt agree- 
able to himſelf, The minutes to which I have 
ſubſcribed were the reſult of my own reflec- 
tions, and the only opinions I have enter- 
tained on the ſubje of the Maratta war. So 
long as I deliver opinions thus genuine, it is a 
queſtion of no moment in what form they are 
| preſented, If my actions or private diſcourſes 
have been contrary to my public opinions, 
then and then only is there any ground given 
for queſtioning the fincerity, or diminiſhing 
the credit of them. I have thought alike with 
Mr. Francis on a particular ſubject, and there- 
fore we have ſubſcribed to the ſame opinions, 
and I hope that ſo often as I have the pleaſure 
of agreeing in ſentiment with the Governor 
General, he will give me credit for following 
the dictates of my judgment only, believing 
that I ſhall join in no opinion contrary to my 
own ſentiments, or inconſiſtent with my own 
honour. I beg leave to remind the Governor 
General, that this is no new language with 
me, having ſpoken clearly to the ſame purport 
before. 


Whatever difference of ſentiment may ariſe 
between the ſeveral members of this govern- 
ment, in diſcharge of the great truſt repoſed 
in them (and differences will ſometimes un- 
avoidably happen), it ſhall always be my ſtudy 

and 
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and endeavour to preſerve candour and mode- 
ration in our councils, No ather temper I 
am certain can extricate us from our preſent 
difficulties, or bring us heartily to unite in one 
object, the good of the public. 

E. WHELER, 


Bengal Secret Conſultations, 13th November 1780. 


PRESEN T, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor 
General, Preſident, 
Philip Francis, 1 
Edward Wheler, FEfquires. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent. 


The following Minute from the Governor 
General having been received on the 5th in- 
ſtant it was circulated for the peruſal of the 
Members of the Board : 


zth November 1780. 

Governor General—I have ſuffered Mr. 
Francis's Minute of the 11th September to 
lie thus long unanſwered, becauſe other cares 
of a ſtronger obligation have required and 
have engroſſed the whole of my attention; 
and I now revert to it with reluctance, as to a 
neceſſary, yet unavailing duty, To paſs in 
utter ſilence the aſſertions of Mr. Francis, 
would be implicitly to admit their credit ; nor 
can 
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can I enter on their refutation without appear- 
ing to claim the-public notice to an argument 
of a private concern, for ſuch it may be deem- 
ed in the preſent ſtate of it, though originating 
from a very different ſource. I ſhall therefore 
begin by ſtating the original queſtion on its 
proper ground, and ſhall proceed as briefly as 


poſſible ro free it from the falſe colourings 
which may have been thrown upon it. 


Let it be remembered, that I am a ſervant 
of the Company and of the Public, and en- 
truſted with the intereſt of both. In that 
character I have charged Mr. Francis with 
having uſed very unjuſtifiable means to deprive 
me of the power which I poſſeſſed of fulfilling 
that truſt. My charge is leſs a complaint againſt 
him, than a vindication of myſelf. This is a 
general ſtate of the queſtion, The particular 
inſtance relating to it is, that Mr, Francis has 
broken an engagement on his part, to allow 
me the entire and unconditional exerciſe of 
that truſt, and to ſupport me in it. This I 
affirm, and he denies. x 


What that engagement was, I have expreſſed 
in terms in my minute of the 3d July. Mr. 
Francis in anſwer declares, and © in the moſt 
% ſolemn manner, that he never was party to 
« the engagement ſtated by me, or had a 
*. thought of being bound by it.” 


What 
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What can I ſay to ſuch a declaration, but to 
declare on my part, and in as folemn a man- 
ner, that Mr. Francis was a party to the en- 
gagement which I have ſtated ? This I now do 
moſt ſolemnly declare! and may God be judge 


between us! 


The manner in which it was concluded I will 
now relate: about the month of January laſt, 
Sir John Day propoſed to me an accommoda- 
tion with Mr. Francis, and offered his media- 
tion to effect it, judging himſelf to be the beſt 
qualified for ſuch an office by the relation in 
which he ſtood of a common and equal friend 
to both, I cheerfully accepted the offer ; but 
apprized him that there was one preliminary 
condition which I ſhould exert as indiſpen- 
ſable, namely, that Mr, Francis ſhould agree 
to depart from his oppoſition to the political 
meaſures propoſed by me, and allow me, with- 
our exception or qualification, to preſcribe the 
mode of conducting the Maratta war. This 
point was a long time conteſted by Mr. Fran- 
Cis, but was at length adjuſted finally in this 
manner: That Mr. Francis ſhould not oppoſe 
me, nor yet charge himſelf with the reſponſi- 
bility of any propoſal made by me, which had 
any relation to the war; but ſupport it by his 
vote as the reſult of a general meaſure which 

3 he 


1 
he had originally diſapproved, and which he 


now left, with the reſponſibility properly an- 
nexed to it, to its original contriver. 


This point being thus ſettled, I drew it up 
in writing on a ſmall piece of paper in the 
words which I have already quoted, with other 
propoſitions, of which ſome had, and others 
had not, received our final and mutual agree- 
ment. 


This paper, with ſome apology, I ſhewed to 
Mr. Francis, deſiring him to read it atten- 
tively, and to inform me, whether he agreed 
to the conditions as I had expreſſed them, or 
to point out his exceptions. To the firſt ar- 
ticle, which is that of the preſent queſtion, he 
replied haſtily, and with every appearance of 
ſatisfaction, that he entirely agreed to it, 
adding, among other expreſſions, as I well re- 
member, that his meaning plainly was not to 
avail himſelf of Mr. Barwell's departure from 
the Council, to oppoſe me in any political point 
which he could not have carried had Mr. Bar- 
well continued. 2 


The other articles received ſome variations, 
and were all finally regulated at the ſame meet- 
ing. Of theſe, as they do not relate to the 
queſtion before me, I ſhall take no farther no- 

D tice, 
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tice, For the truth of this narrative I appeal 
to Sir John Day, to whom I daily communi- 
cated what paſſed on this buſineſs, and to Mr. 
Barwell, to whom I in like manner related the 
daily progreſs of it. They will both atteſt that 
my relation of it at the time was exactly ſuch 
as I now repeat it. It is impoſſible to ſuggeſt 
a motive which I could have had to deceive 
them at ſuch a time, and on ſuch a ſubject, 
and as impoſſible that I myſelf ſhould be de- 
ceived, when I took ſuch ſure means to aſcer- 
rain it. Yet Mr. Francis affirms, © that he re- 
ce turned the paper to me the moment he had 


© read it, with a declaration that he did not 
de agree to it, . hold himſelf bound by the 


&« contents of it.” 


But if I underſtand Mr. Francis's minute in 
its general tenor, it is intended to convey a 
total diſavowal of his having entered into any 
engagement whatever with me. He ſpeaks 
of „the agreement which he meant to enter 
te into with reſpect to the Maratta war,” He 
favs that he thought ſome agreement be- 
e tween Mr, Haſtings, Mr. Whefer, and him- 
& ſelf, was eſſentially neceſſary to the public 
te ſafety, he therefore met Mr. Haſtings, with 
ce ſincere diſpoſition to come to an agreement, 
© and to forward it with every facility on his 

. et part. 


CW 

& part,” Yet in no part of the minute, nei— 
ther in the context of theſe paſſages, where it 
might be expected, nor in any other place, 
can I find an expreſſion that indicates an ac- 
knowledgment that any agreement did ac- 
tually take place, although ſuch was his mean- 
ing, although he thought it neceſſary to the 
public ſafety, and met me with ſo ſincere a diſ- 
poſition to forward it by every facility on his part. 
If Mr. Francis does not deny the agreement, 
why are theſe qualifying expreſſions uſed to 
evade it? if he means to deny it, what poſ- 
fible reaſon can be aſſigned for its not having 
been concluded, or for ſuch a repugnance on 
my part to ſecond a diſpoſition ſo favourable 
on his, when the conſequence of my ſuffering 
Mr. Barwell to depart without ſome adjuſt- 
ment, would be a total annihilation of my in- 
fluence and participation in all the acts of this 
government ? 


But that there did exiſt ſome engagement 
between us, I appeal to Mr. Wheler, “ with- 
te out whoſe knowledge and participation,” 
Mr. Francis affirms, that ** nothing of any 
«© moment was ſaid or done during the whole 
© courſe of the tranſaction;“ I appeal to 
every individual of the ſettlement for the no- 
toriety of it, which is beyond the conviction 


of all evidence. 
D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Francis has attempted to prove, that 
the agreement which he meant to enter into 
with reſpe& to the Maratta war, was to proſe- 
cute the operations actually exiſting on the 
Malabar coaſt, and no more, by arguments 
drawn from my own propoſitions. Theſe 
might prove my ſenſe of an agreement ac- 
tually concluded, but are no evidence of his 
intention on a point which was never brought 
to an iſſue, But in effect they prove no- 
thing. My propoſition of the 29th of May, 
was the ſubſtitute of one much more exten- 
five, which I had formed for the relief of 
Captain Popham's detachment, by four re- 
gular battalions under Major Camac, and for 
the employment of Captain Popham's corps 
on another ſervice. At Mr. Francis's inſtance 
I omitted the latter clauſe, and yielded, very 
reluctantly I own, to recall and reduce Captain 
Popham's corps. This was by every opinion 
judged unfit by its conſtruction and equipment 
for the ſervice, and I was glad to obtain» 
almoſt at any rate, the quiet concurrence 
of the Board to its exchange for a better. It 
is poſſible that at that time I might not have 
had in view the immediate proſecution of the 
expedition againſt Malva; nor is this material, 
either to the engagement which I affirm Mr. 
Francis did conclude with me, or to the agree- 


ment 
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ment which he ſays he meant to enter into, 
fince the proſeeution of the war againſt the 
Marattas was the general object of both, and 
the means of courſe included in it. But that 
I certainly had this plan in contemplation, and 
that I had conſidered it as a decided meaſure, 
long before the period of my ſuppoſed coali- 
tion with Mr. Francis, will appear from the 
treaty concluded with the Ranah of Ghode, of 
which it forms an exprels and principal ſti- 
pulation. To remove all poſſibility of doubt 


on this head, I will quote the article itſelf, 
which relates to it. 


Article 5th. © In caſe it ſhall be adjudged 
« adviſable to employ the combined forces of 
« the Company and the Maha Rajah in any 
« hoſtile operations againſt the Marattas, be- 
« yond the borders of the Maha Rajah's do- 
« minions, on requiſition made to him in 
« writing from this government, he ſhall 
« furniſh ten thouſand horſe for ſuch ſervice, 
„ and each party ſhall bear his own ſeparate 
« expence; and if upon the return of the 
« Engliſh forces towards their own borders, 
de the Maha Rajah ſhall have occaſion for 
ce their ſervices, and ſhall make a requiſition 
tc to retain them, from the inſtant of ſuch re- 
16 quiſition he ſhall pay their charge in the 
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te ſame manner as ſtipulated in the Second 
„Article. But it ſhall not be required of 
« the Maha Rajah, nor be in the power of 
e this government, to detach or employ his 
« troops beyond the furtheſt borders of 
„ Oogein and Indoor without his ſpecial 
« conſent,” 


Hence it appears, that the plan for an expe- 
dition into Malva, of which Oogein is the ca- 
pital, did conſtitute a part of the general mea- 
ſures adopted and in force for the proſecution 
of the Maratta war, and muſt have been ne- 
ceſſarily comprehended, equally in the agree- 
ment which Mr. Francis meant to enter into 
with me, and in that which I underſtood him 
to have entered into. When I propoſed the 
execution of it, other circumſtances had re- 
cently occurred. General Goddard had ſoli- 
cited us to make ſuch a diverſion in his favour, 
and the Commander in Chief had paſſionately 
recommended it as the only means of bringing 
the war to a ſpeedy termination, 


That I regretted the expence of the war, that 

I ſaw no obje in the continuance of it that 
could compenſate for the diſtreſſes of it, and 
that of courſe I anxiouſly wiſhed to accelerate 
the concluſion of it, is certain; and this was 
an 


„ 


an additional excitement to me to uſe every 
exertion for that end, knowing that many 
lacks effectually diſburſed with ſuch a purpoſe 
was a ſaving, compared to an indefinite ſeries 
of defenſive operations, ſpun out by tceble and 
ſcanty ſupplies. 


Having already far exceeded the limits which 
I had preſcribed to my reply, I ſhall paſs with 
ſpeed through the remaining and leſs material 
parts of Mr. Francis's Minute. 


The engagement, as I have ſtated it, was 
conformable to my opinion of the obligation of 
Mr. Francis's public office, independant of any 
private compact: in his ſituation I ſhould have 
gone yet further, Having acquitted myſelf of 
my duty in oppoſing a great public meaſure 
which I had diſapproved until it had been too 
far advanced for recall, and would admit of no 
reſource but in a ſpeedy proſecution of it to its 
ſpeedy termination, I ſhould have deemed It 
criminal to continue the oppoſition ; I ſhould 
have deemed it inſufficient even to withhold it 
by a negative acquieſcence, but ſhould have 
given as active a ſupport to the meaſure in ſuch 
a ſtate of it, as if it had my original appro- 
bation, leaving the formation of the depend- 
ing operations, and the reſponſibility of the 
whole, to the original author. Such was my 

declaration 
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declaration at the time ; perhaps Mr. Francis 
will remember it; and on ſuch principles, my 
own conduct has been regulated in more than 
one inſtance of my public life. 


Mr. Barwell's departure depended on the 
iſſue of the negociation between Mr. Francis 
and me. It was undetermined to the laſt mo- 
ment of the Swallow's final diſpatch. 


This Mr. Francis certainly knew, for I my- 
ſelf mentioned it to him, and by the advice of 
Mr. Barwell. Ir is a fact which does Mr. 
Barwell credit, and I have therefore no ſcruple 
in revealing it. 

(Signed) W. HasTixcs, 

5th Nov. 1780. 


At Mr. Francis's deſire, the following Mi- 
nute, dated the 27th of November, in reply to 
the preceding from the Governor General, is 
entered in this place, with the papers annexed 
to it. 


Mr. Francis— The preceding paper leaves 
the main queſtion where it ſtood, nor is it to be 
decided by any human tribunal. 


In my former Minute, I did not appeal, as I 


might have done, to the teſtimony of ſeveral 
gentle- 
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gentlemen of the firſt rank and credit in this 
place, for the ſenſe which I uniformly ex- 
preſſed to them, of my engagement with Mr. 
Haſtings, reſpecting the Maratta war; partly 
becauſe ſuch evidence, however it might 
eſtabliſh my declarations, would not be con- 
cluſive to the truth of them; but much more, 
becauſe I was unwilling to introduce the 
names of gentlemen whom I reſpe&, into the 
diſcuſſion of ſuch a tranſaction, or to make them 
parties in any ſhape to a queſtion of this nature- 
The ſame motives prevail with me ſtill. 


Admitting that the means taken by Mr. 
Haſtings, to aſcertain his ſenſe of what paſſed 
between us, were proper on his part, and ne- 
ceſſary to prevent his being deceived, it was 
equally neceſſary that I alſo ſhould have the ſame 
ſecurity, and that I ſhould have been furniſhed 
with a copy of the paper, by which I was ſup- 
poſed to be bound, otherwiſe one of the con- 
tracting parties remains excluſively poſſeſſed of 
the only exiſting evidence of the terms of the 
contract, In me it would have been irregular 
to demand a copy of a paper, by which 1 did 
not deem myſelf bound. 


No argument or ym mages is requiſite to 
prove what never was diſputed. I neceſſarily 
admit the exiſtence of an engagement, when I 

E declare 
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declare the ſenſe in which I made it; by uſing 
terms that referred particularly to my own 
meaning or intentions, my purpoſe was to 
avoid the uſeleſs offenſive language of contra- 
diction, in a public Minute, which had no ob- 
ject but to explain and defend my own con- 
duct. This being ſaid, the obſervations found- 
ed on the equivocal import of a word, or on a 
general miſconſtruction of my meaning, require 


no reply. 


From the fifth article of the Treaty with the 
Ranna of Gohud, it can only be inferred that, 
when the treaty was formed in the beginning 
of November 1779, the poſſibility of an expe- 
dition beyond the borders of his dominions was 
ſuppoſed, in which the Ranna was to join and 
aſſiſt, if we required it. This might have been 
one of the diſtant objects in contemplation, 
when the treaty was conſtructed. But it ſtill 
remains a queſtion whether it was, or was not 
relinquiſhed by Mr. Haſtings in the interval be- 
tween that period, and the month of February 
following. 


Reaſoning ſtrictly from the treaty, I was not 
obliged to conſent to the march of Major 
Camac's detachment in the form in which it 
was propoſed. The eventual execution of the 
project of an expedition beyond the borders of 
5 the 


(W373 


the Ranna's dominions, according to the terms 
of the treaty, was united with the condition of 
his furniſhing a body of 10,000 horſe, for ſuch 
ſervice; but by the inſtructions propoſed to be 
given to Major Camac, it will appear that this 
aſſiſtance was not expected from him. 


In the third article of the inſtructions, it is 
ſuppoſed that the Ranna may diſmiſs the de- 
tachment, or that before its march into Gohud, 
the Major might receive an intimation in writ- 
ing, that he did not require its aſſiſtance. In 
the former caſe, Major Camac is to return into 
Oude; in the latter, he was to ſuſpend his 
march, and wait for further orders, 


By the 4th article, Major Camac is directed 
te to require from the Ranna his proportion of 
te cavalry ſtipulated by the treaty; or in caſe of 
« his inability, whether from the ſeaſan of the 
te year, or from whatever other cauſe, to fulfil 
the condition in its complete extent, to re- 
« quire and accept from him ſuch other aid in 
« furniſhing proviſions and in forming maga- 
© zines of grain, and other means of ſubſiſtence 
« and communication, as Major Camac ſhall 
te judge equivalent to it,” 


Admitting therefore that, according to the 
treaty, an expedition into Malva had conſti- 
E 2 tuted 
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tuted a part of the general meaſures adopted 
and in force for the proſecution of the Maratta 
war; my aſſent to it could not be ſeparated 
from the condition expreſſed in the treaty it- 
ſelf, viz. that the Ranna ſhould furniſh to, ooo 
horſe for that ſervice; but by the plan of Ma- 
jor Camac's inſtructions, this condition is re- 
linquiſhed, and ſome other demands propoſed 
in the place of it, from which I imagine no 
great advantage was expected. | 


I have not ſeen any letter from General God- 
dard, in which he ſolicits the Board to make a 
diverſjon in his favour, The only one in which 
he takes notice of the advantages to be obtain- 
ed by a diverſion to the northward, was dated 
the 20th June, and received the 24th Auguſt 
laſt, conſequently could make no part of an 
argument in ſupport of a meaſure, propoſed 
and debated here in the beginning of June; 
nor was it ever mentioned, that I know of, be- 
fore this time, as it naturally ſhould have been 
when the meaſure was under deliberation. An 
extract of that part of his letter is annexed, 


In an agreement of this kind, the ſtricteſt 
preciſion of dates ſhould be obſerved, and the 
facts ſtated in the order in which they happen- 
ed. On this principle I join iſſue with the Go- 
vernor General, and affirm, in his own terms, 
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that when he propoſed the execution of the 
meaſure (that is, on the 12th of June laſt) Ge- 
neral Goddard had not ſolicited us to make 
ſuch a diverſion in his favour. The fact, if it 
exiſts, is capable of immediate and direct 
proof. 


But let it be admitted, that he had done ſo; 
that his opinion or requeſt had been before us 
on the 12th of June, and that it ought to have 
had a conſiderable weight in the choice of 
meaſures neceſſary to ſupport him, ſtill it could 
only have weight at the time when we received 
it. It is undoubtedly juſt, and not unnatural, that 
General Goddard's advice and recommend- 
ation on ſuch a point, ſhould have influenced 
Mr, Haſtings's judgment. Oa this principle I 
have a right to conclude, that in January and 
February laſt, when I converſed and engaged 
with Mr. Haſtings on this ſubject, he had no 
idea of another expedition from the Upper 
Country to ſupport General Goddard, becauſe 
he could not then have entertained ſuch an 
idea, without contradicting the expreſs opinion 
of General Goddard, as it ſtood before us, I 
appeal to General Goddard's letter to the Pre- 
ſident and Council of Bombay, dated 3d of No- 
vember 1779, and recorded in our Conſultation 
of the 24th of February, and to his letter to us 
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of the roth of December 1779, received here 
the 20th of January laſt, from which the ex- 
tracts annexed to this minute are literally 
taker. 


With this knowledge, of General Goddard's 
ſentiments it now remains to be accounted for 
on any probable ground, why Mr, Haſtings at 
the latter end of February ſhould have enter- 
tained a thought of ſupporting General God- 
dard's operations by another expedition from 
hence, when he had it from General Goddard 
himſelf, that the troops under his command 
muſt be ſuperior to any ſervice that could poſſibly be 
required of them, and equal to the moſd complete and 
abſolute ſucceſs, 


Whatever plan of operations the Commander 
in Chief might have recommended from Luck- 
now, it certainly did not meet with the Gover- 
nor General's concurrence; whether Sir Eyre 
Coote approved of that which was adopted, is a 
point on which I am not ſufficiently informed, 
ro ſpeak with certainty, but I am entitled to 
conclude generally, from the ſtrong and point- 
ed term of his proteſt againſt the treaty with the 
Rana of Gohud, that no meaſures built on 
that foundation were likely to meet with his 
approbation. The following paſſage is in 


point, 


(99 3 


point, as it expreſſes his opinion of an expedi- 
tion into Mahe, in conjuction with the Rana, 
on the principles of the treaty. ** Again, by 
« the 5th article, when the combined troops 
ce may have marched to Oogein, or Indoor, 
cc to ſeek the enemy, and to deliver battle, the 
«© Rana may, agrecably to treaty, leave us 
ce to ſtand the brunt alone—a point of partia| 
tc convenience to him, by which, without ſup- 
© poling him to betray us (which he may alſo 
ce do agreeably to treaty), our whole army may 
« be loſt,” 


Other obſervations on the Governor Gene- 
ral's Minute occur to me; but as the remain- 
der of it is not eſſential to the main queſtion, 
they may better be omitted. 


(Signed) P. Francis, 


Extract of a Letter from Brigadier General 
Goddard to the Governor General and 
Council, dated 2oth June 1780: Receiy- 
ed 24th Auguſt. 


If Scindia continues at Ugein till the cloſe of 
the rains,which I now conceive will bethe caſe, a 
powerful diverſion might be made in that quarter, 
to prevent his paſſing to the ſouthward of the 

Nerbeddah 
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Nerbeddah to ſuccour Nana Furneſſe; and 1 
would venture to pronounce, as far as human 
probability and reaſon may preſume, that with- 
out Scindia's aid, the miniſter would be imme- 
diately compelled to terms, and enter into any 
engagements that might be required of him. 
This is no chimerical idea; for beſides Scindia 
and Holcar, there remain only two chiefs of 
conſequence in the ſtate, Nana, and Hurry 
Punt Fakier; and I do not believe that any 
foreign power will draw upon himſelf the 
future enmity of the Engliſh, by openly de- 
claring his party, and marching to their aſ- 
ſiſtance. 


In the event of ſuch powerful diverſion be- 
ing made to the northward, Scindia will find 
too much employment at home to have leiſure 
to raiſe any diſturbance in Guzerat; and in- 
deed the Sepoy force, which may very well be 
ſpared in that province, acting with the troops 
of Futty Sing, which it may not perhaps be 
convenient to carry with me to the ſouthward, 
will prove ſufficient for its ſecurity and defence 
againſt a very large body of the enemy, ſhould 
any conſiderable army (which in the plan 
above mentioned appears ſcarcely practicable) 
be ordered to enter it. 


Extract 
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Extract of a Letter from Brigadier General 
Goddard to the Preſident and Council of 
Bombay, dated the 3d November 1779. 


The trifling and unequal force the French 
at preſent have in India, and the certain ac- 
counts we have from Europe to make us be- 
lieve they cannot now be reinforced, ſecure us 
from any apprehenſions of being interrupted 
in our operations by them this ſeaſon; and 
ſeems indeed to furniſh one very principal 
reaſon why we ought to loſe no time in 
ſtrengthening and firmly eſtabliſhing our- 
ſelves during the courſe of it. The troops 
which will ſoon be collected at Surat, muſt 
be ſuperior to any ſervice that can poſſibly 
be required of them, and equal to the moſt 
complete and abſolute ſucceſs. But the Ben- 
gal army, together with the detachment under 
Colonel Braithwaite at Mahe, and ſuch pro- 
portion of troops from this ſettlement as you 
may judge it expedient and conſiſtent with 
the mere ſafety of the iſland to detach, will 
be found able to execute any plan of opera- 
tions that may be immediately reſolved upon, 


and againſt the whole force of the Maratta 
empire. 
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Extract of a letter from Brigadier General 
Goddard to the Governor General and 
Council, dated 1oth December 1779: 
Received 2cth January 1780. 


I have been thus particular in deſcribing this 
detachment, that you may know the exact force 
I ſhall have under my command, and how fully 
ſufficient to anſwer any ſervice that may be 
required of them, 


With reſpect to the troops from Mahe, for 


the remaining quota to be furniſhed by the 
Madras Preſidency, I have yet received no in- 
telligence; I do not expect even to be joined 
by aoy part of them previous to the com- 
mencement of operations ; at leaſt their junc- 
tion is ſo uncertain, that no account can at 
preſent be made of the acceſſion of their force; 
nor indeed will this circumſtance be of any 
material confequence for ſome time, as the 
ſtrength of the army now under me is ſuffi- 
cient to accompliſh the ſcheme of conqueſt 
at preſent propoſed, and the Madras rein- 
forcements, if ſent, muſt arrive ſoon enough 


to aſſiſt in proſecuting any more important 


views that may be hereafter found convenient 
and practicable, 
CS F.5 a 


The 


— — —  . 
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| 
| 
| 


( 43 ) 


The following Minute from the Governor 
General was delivered 1n reply to the 
above from Mr. Francis. 


Governor General—I muſt be careful not to 
ſuffer myſelf to be drawn from the point 
which is directly in queſtion, the engagement 
which I affirm to have paſſed between Mr. 
Francis and myſelf; this I repeat, that it may 
not be forgotten, viz. 


« Mr. Francis will not oppoſe any meaſures 
ce which the Governor General ſhall recom- 
© mend for the proſecution of the war in which 
« we are ſuppoſed to be engaged with the Ma- 
cc rattas, or for the general ſupport of the pre- 
te ſent political ſyſtem of this government: 
te neither will he himſelf either propoſe, or 
© vote with any other member who ſhall 
te propoſe, any meaſure that ſhall be con- 
* trary to the Governor General's opinion 
te on theſe points.“ 


Mr. Francis admits, that ſome engagement 
did exiſt between him and me, but denies the 
terms of it; and I do again moſt ſolemnly 
affirm, that they were literally ſuch as I 
have quoted them in my Minute of the 3d 
July, and ſuch as I have here repeated. 
The paper which I ſhewed to Mr. Francis 

F 2 was 
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was not intended as a ſecurity, nor have I ever 
alluded to it as fuch, My ſecurity was in his 
honour, on which I implicitly relied ; nor did 
I commit the terms of the engagement to writ- 
ing for any other purpoſe than to guard againſt 
the miſapprehenſions to which an agreement, 
formed and concluded in converſation only, was 
liable; and his anſwer ſatisfied me: I regarded 
it as equivalent to the moſt binding, legal in- 
ſtrument. As to my own ſenſe of its obligations, 
I gave the fulleſt proof by the immediate per- 
formance of my part of it; but were the en- 
gagement otherwiſe than I have repreſented it, 
and did it even bear the limired ſenſe which 
Mr. Francis has aſcribed to it, yet I have af- 
trmed, that Mr. Francis was equally bound by 
it to yield his aſſent (his negative aſſent, for 
more I claimed not) to the meaſure which I 
propoſed in June, of a diverſion in the pro- 
vince of Malva, fince it formed a part of the 
meaſures projected and actually exiſting before 
the engagement took place: in proof of this, I 
have quoted the fifth article of the treaty with 
the Rana of Gohud, which ſtipulates thar he 
mall aſſiſt us, if required, in an expedition 
againſt the province of Malva. I do not un- 
derſtand Mr. Francis's diſtinction, when he 
fays, that fron this article, “ it can only be 
* inferred, that when the treaty was formed in 

&«& Novem- 
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e November 1779, the poſſibility of an expe- 
« dition beyond the borders of his dominions 
«© was ſuppoſed, &c. &c.” The condition was 
poſitive and expreſs, and conſtituted as eſſen- 
tial an obligation of the treaty as either of the 
other two points which compoſed it, and which 
may be equally ſaid to infer the like poſſibility, 
ſiace the caſes ſuppoſed by either could nor 
exiſt with the other two. But Mr. Francis 
forgets the purpoſe for which I have appealed 
to the gth article of the treaty with the Rhana 
of Gohud, which was to prove “ that the plan 
te of another expedition from the Upper Coun- 
ce try into Malva, or any other part of the Ma- 
t rattadominions on that fide of India, had been 
e ſuggeſted to him, and that I had had that 
« matter in contemplation,” which Mr. Fran- 

cis in his Minute of the 11th of September 
denies. I have proved that I had it in con- 
templation, and that ir had been ſuggeſted to 
Mr. Francis, ſince it was an article of a treaty 
concluded and executed two months before 
the date of my engagement with Mr. Francis, 
| debated and paſſed at the Board, and executed 
by him. 


« But (Mr. Francis adds) it ſtill remains a 

« queſtion, whether it was, or was not relin- 
te quiſhed by Mr. Iaſtings, in the interval 
© between that period and the month of Fe- 
ce bruary 
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te bruary following?“ — To this I cannot re- 
ply, for I do not know how this became a 
queſtion, ſince nothing leſs than my formal 
renunciation of it could poſſibly make it one, 


and 1 am certain I never did renounce it. 


The ſubſequent reaſonings of Mr. Francis 
on the additional clauſe of the fifth article, do 
not appear to me to have any relation to the 


ſubjet ; I therefore paſs them. I have not 


time to examine the whole of General God- 
dard's correſpondence received before the 12th 
June; but the following extracts from Sir Eyre 
Coote's letter to the Board, dated the th May, 
and of General Goddard's letter to him, dated 
the 28th March, and encloſed in the former, 
contain ſuch ſtrong and pointed evidence of 
the ſentiments of both, reſpeCting the general 
expediency of a diverſion in favour of General 
Goddard, that an further ſearch for acceſſary 
proofs 1s unneceſſary. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, 
Governor General, &c. &c. and Mem- 
bers of the Supreme Council. 


Gentlemen, 
1 have the honour to encloſe you an extract 


of the laſt letter I have received from General 
Goddard, 


— 7... < teu. Ae an 
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Goddard, which I take the liberty of laying 
before you, as it contains ſentiments entirely 


conformable to what I have already ſtated to 


you, regarding the mode of carrying on the 
preſent war; though I did not want ſuch a 
confirmation of my former ideas upon this 
ſubject. General Goddard now declares him- 
ſelf confined to the defence of the territory 
newly acquired, which, as I foretold, was 4 
neceſſary conſequence of the plan adopted. I 
cannot therefore avoid reiterating my propoſal 
of ſome vigorous meaſures being taken from 
theſe quarters, as ſoon as the ſcaſon will admit. 
This appears to me the more preſling; as I find 
ſince I have left the Board, that we are become 
principals in the war; and the preſent plan 
promiſes nothing but an endleſs, ruinous ex- 
pence, I therefore beg leave to repeat, that 
while I recommend the, moſt vigorous exer- 
tions, it 1s only. with- a view to accelerate a 
peace, which in the preſent ſtate of politics at 


home would, in my opinion . be the happieſt 
event that could happen to us. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


Lucknow, eech Erz coorr. 


- 15th May 1780. 
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« Extract of Brigadier Geperal Goddard's 
Letter, dated the 28th March 1780, 


My laſt gave you a very particular informa- 
tion of the iituation of Scindia's forces, which 
he was then collecting from all parts of his 
country, to accompany him into Guzerat, 
ſince which time he has been joined by 5,000 
horſe from Ugein; and it is reported, that 
another conſiderable body is on their march 
towards him; /o that the northern provinces of 
the Maratta flate, which are moſtly belonging to 
himſelf and Holkar, muſt be now greatly expoſed, 
and open to invaſions from our upper provinces, by 
the way of Gobud, and the extenſive provinces of 
Ajmeze, the principal Rajah of which, the 
Marwar Rajah, is I believe by no means well 
diſpoſed to the intereſts of Scindia: I have no 
politive proof of this being the caſe, having 
had no correſpondence, or other communica- 
tion with him whatever, ſince my arrival on 
this fide of India; but it is a circumſtance 
generally believed, and has its foundation in 
former diſputes, and I mention it to you, 
among other incidents, to give you an oppor- 
tunity of judging how far it may be practi- 
cable, as it would certainly be of advantage to the 
operations of the war on this ſide, to cauſe a powerful 
diverſion to be made on the ather ;, wwhich could not 
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fail to diſtreſs and divide their attention exceed- 
b. 

Having no object to induce me to penetrate 
into Malva, but on the contrary, riſking the 
moſt material intereſts of the Company, by 
leaving the province of Guzerat, and the ſea 
coaſt, to the inroads either of an European 
or Indian enemy, I can only at preſent watch 
the motions of Scindia to prevent him from 
over-running or deſtroying the country; and 
if poſſible, ſeize ſome favourable opportunity 
of attacking him, which as it is his only care 
to avoid, I ſhall find ſome difficulty to effect. 

A true extract. 
(Signed) W® Tierney, 
Sec” to the Commander in Chief.” 


In compliance with the rule prefcribed by 
Mr. Francis, I have been careful to annex the 
dates to the preceding extracts; and for greater 
preciſion will repeat them, with the facts ſtated 
in the order in which they happened. 


General Goddard's letter to Sir Eyre Coote 
is dated the 28th March, and was recorded in 
our Conſultation of the 29th May. My Mi- 
nute, which contained the firſt propoſition of 
the expedition, was dated the 12th June. 


G Mr. 
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Mr. Francis will now permit me to quote 
his words for their application to the cloſe of 
this argument: On this principle I join ĩſſue 
« with the Governor General, and affirm in 
dc his own terms, that when. he . propoſed the 
& execution of the meaſure (that is, on the 12th 
ce June laſt) General Goddard had not ſolicited us 
« to make ſuch a diverſion in his favour. The fact, 
ie if it exiſts, is capable of immediate and 


te direct proof.“ 


The preceding extracts are an immediate 
and direct proof of the fact. 


I do not anſwer the remainder of Mr, 
Francis's Minute, becauſe it proves nothing 
but that my opinion of the meaſures neceſſary 
to be purſued for the proſecution of the Ma- 
ratta war, varied according to the variations 
and contingencies of the war; which ] admit; 
ſtill inſiſting, in the words of my laſt Minute, 
that this is not material either to the engage- 
ment which I affirm Mr. Francis did conclude 
with me, or to the agreement which he ſays 
he meant to enter into, ſince the proſecution 
of the war againſt the Marattas was the gene- 


ral object of both, and the means of courſe 
included in it. 


Extract 
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Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 
14th December 1780. 


The following Minute from Mr. Francis 
having been circulated on the iſt inſtant, the 
reply, which is recorded after it, was delivered 
by the Governor General. 


Calcutta, iſt December 1780. 
Mr. Francis. 


] leave the proofs or aſſertions contained in 
the Governor's laſt Minute to operate with all 
their force againſt me, 


The concluſion to be drawn from General 
Goddard's addreſs to this government, and 
from the weight which his opinion was likely 
to have with us, can only be preſumptive up 
to the end of February; no words can be 
ſtronger than thoſe in which we had received 
it from himſelf, that the forces then under his 
command wanted no ſupport or reinforcement, 
In his judgment, They were already ſuperior 
to any ſervice that could poſſibly be required 
ce of them, and equal to the moſt complete 
« and abſolute ſucceſs.” With the detach- 
ments he expected from Mahé and Bombay, 
he ſaid, © They would be found equal to any 
ce plan of operations that might be imme- 
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ec diately reſolved upon, and againſt the whole 
© force of the Maratta empire,” 


This I ſtate as a preſumptive proof, that at 
the time when my engagement (whatever it 
was) was made with Mr, Haſtings, he could 
not have entertained a thought of ſupporting 
General Goddard's operations by another ex- 
pedition from hence; I ſubmit to judgment 
whether concluſion be fairly drawn from the 
premiſes or not, that he might have had ſuch 
a plan in contemplation in November, 


That he might have abandoned it in Fe- 
bruary, and reſumed it in June, are propoſi- 
tions not incompatible with each other. The 
firſt and laſt may be admitted, without af- 
fecting the ſecond. In denying that General 
Goddard had ſolicited us to make ſuch a diverſion 
in his favour, I took the propoſition literally as 
it was ſtated ; I was perfectly ſure, that he had 
never addreſſed the Board to that effect, and 
that ſuch requeſt or opinion from him had 
never been urged in ſupport of the motion of 
the 12th of June. Whether his letter to the 
Commander in Chief, recorded on the 29th 
May, be equivalent to a ſolicitation to us to 
make a diverſion in his favour, in the true 

ſenſo 
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ſenſe in which the fact was aſſerted and de- 
nied, I ſubmit to judgment. That it was not 
received, or conſidered in that light by the 
Board, or by Mr. Haſtings, is evident from 
this circumſtance, that, on the ſame day on 
which it was recorded on our Conſultations, 
Mr. Haſtings moved for the recal of Major 
Popham's detachment from Gohud. I coin- 
cided in the plan propoſed that day, and 
would have adhered to it. If General God- 
dard's letter to the Commander in Chief had 
been received between the 29th May and the 
12th June, it might have been an intervening 
motive for an alteration of meaſures. But it 
appears that we had it before us on the 2gth of 
May, and that we formed our firſt reſolution 
without regarding it; after which, it neither 
was, nor could be, received in ſupport of the 
ſecond, 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 


* 
« 


| 2d December 1780. 
Governor General. 


Mr. Francis may avail himſelf as he can of 
the diſt inction between aſolicitation made by Ge- 
neral Goddard, through the channel of the Com- 
mander in Chief, to the Board, and one directly 
addreſſed to the Board. It is ſufficient for me, 

I that 
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that it came regularly before us.-I ſhall not 
waſte my time nor his in ſuch a-diſcuſſion, 


abſolute and unqualified; that in his own expla» 
nation of it, the meaſure in queſtion made a 
part of it, ſince it was formed previouſly to it, 
and exiſted at the time. The aſſertion that 
I might have abandoned it in February,” 
is no proof that I did.—I did not.—It was 
propoſed, or, to uſe Mr. Francis's words, it 
was renewed,” in June.—My right to his 
concurrence in it remained the ſame, notwith- 
ſtanding any intermediate ſuſpenſion of it. 
The other parts of his Minutes I have already 
anſwered, 


x | | 
I repeat, that Mr. Francis's engagement was | 


(Signed) Warn HASTINGS, 


* 
. 
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